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Choosing Just-Right Books
Use the HANDY RULE to choose books

at the "just right" reading level.

SuddenHomeschool.com



Choose a book of interest. Read a random page aloud. 
For each word you don't know, count a finger.

 

If you want, try the rule with another 
page or two. 

If you understand what you're reading, 
and you're reading smoothly, this book could be 
your match!

Choosing Just-Right Books
Experts recommend that children "free read" for at least 20
minutes daily. Twenty minutes of daily reading can be life-changing
for kids; see the next page for details. It also gives parents some
precious quiet time! 

The Handy Rule can help kids choose books that are both enjoyable
and mind-growing. 

If you don't have many books at home, try the Handy Rule at a
library or bookshop. Sources for free books are at the Sudden
Homeschool blog.
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THE HANDY RULE

Scoring
0-1    The book is too easy.
1-2    It's just right!
3-4   Maybe try it.
5        The book is too hard.
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